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The Rosicrucian Fellowship:

Purpose, Aims and Activities

The Rosicrucian Fellowship is an organization composed of men and women who are students of
the Rosicrucian Philosophy as presented in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception. This philosophy is
known as the Western Wisdom Teaching and presents deep insights into the Christian Mysteries
and establishes a meeting-ground of science and religion. Its students are scattered all over the
world; but their International Headquarters is located at Oceanside, California, USA.

The Rosicrucian Fellowship has no connection with any other organization. It was launched
during the late summer and autumn of 1909, after a course of lectures in Seattle by Mr. Max
Heindel. A study center was formed and the Headquarters were temporarily located in that city.
Arrangements were also made for publishing The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception. With the issue of
this work by the Rosicrucian Fellowship, the Association was definitely started. Study centers had
been formed previously in Columbus, Ohio, and North Yakima, Washington. These, with the Seattle
Center, constituted the physical beginning of the Fellowship in 1909, as stated in the "Echoes from

Mt. Ecclesia,” of June 10, 1911, that the permanent International Headquarters was established at
Oceanside, California.
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The Western Wisdom School teaches that God is the Creator of
our solar system and all that exists; that in all nature a slow
process of development is constantly carried on with unwavering
persistence through repeated embodiments in forms of increasing
efficient that the goal of every created thing is perfection, which is
ultimately attained by all. It emphasizes the fact that as we sow,
so shall we reap, and that it is possible for us to hasten or retard
our own soul growth by the way we live. It unfolds the whole plan —E
of creation from the beginning to the end, and gives specific |
directions how to proceed in order to accomplish the best results
in the most effective manner. It throws light on many perplexing passages in the Bible and bridges
the chasm between science and religion by making religion scientific and science religious. It makes
no statements that are not supported by logic and reason and it invites questions and
investigations.

The true teachings of the Rosicrucians are a clear call to rectitude and strength of character, to
self-reliance, justice, unflinching courage, to honesty, compassion -- in short, all the sterling
qualities of mind and soul which go to make a helper and saviour of men. The Western Wisdom
Teachings clarify the essential truths of Christianity: the immaculate, as opposed to the miraculous,
conception of Jesus; the duality of Jesus the man and Christ the divine Archangel Who used his
vehicles; the supreme Mission of Christ to teach humanity the Gospel of Love, in the absence of
which evolution cannot continue, while taking upon Himself the sins of the world by dothing the
planet in His sublime desire essence; the operation of the laws of rebirth and consequence, under
which humanity must and will individually achieve salvation. This salvation is simply but succinctly
defined as the result of knowledge of one's true self and adjusting life to spiritual principles.

The General Work of the Fellowship

The work of the Fellowship is to preach the gospel and heal the
sick. This is achieved by making the Western Wisdom Teaching
available to all who are ready to receive it and by conducting a
Healing Department which enphasizes spiritual healing along with
principles of right living. The work of the Fellowship is done through
the efforts of its entire membership assisted by Headquarters. Many
friends in the world work through Centers which hold classes in the
Philosophy and in astrology, the study and teaching of which is an
integral part of the work in the Fellowship.

The Administration Building

In this building secretaries and workers carry on the basic (except healing) part of the Work by
correspondence. Here the incoming mail is received, opened and distributed to the various
departments: Philosophy, Esoteric, Astrology, Educational, Editorial, Accounting, Foreign Language

Departments and Magazine Circulation.




The Chapel

The Mission style Chapel, also called the Pro-Ecclesia, a picturesque, inviting sanctuary in its

setting of trees and shrubs, rests in the heart of the Fellowship, purified and hallowed by years of
prayer and devotional senices.

Services are held in the Chapel twice daily, conducted by
individual workers of the Fellowship at the beginning of their day's
work and again at its close. Morning and evening services have
been held in the Chapel every day since its dedication on
Christmas Eve, 1913, by the founder of the Rosicrudan

Fellowship, Max Heindel. Healing Service, open to all, is held
weekly.

The Temple

The Temple, built of white
concrete, is twelve-sided to
conform with the twelve signs
of the zodiac, which have a
direct influence on the
restoration and maintenance
of health. This building is
dedicated entirely to spiritual
work, which includes
devotional exercises and
spiritual healing. Singing and
pipe organ music form part of
each service.

Healing Department

The Healing Department Building houses
the secretaries who handle all
correspondence with patients receiving
attention  from  our spiritual Healing
Department. This work is carried on
principally by means of the aid of the Invisible
Helpers, working on the invisible planes
during the sleep of the patient. Contact by
patients with the Helpers is maintained by a
weekly letter to Headquarters.




The Rosicrucian Fellowship Magazine

"Rays fromthe-
— “Rose (Cross.
L

Rays from the Rose Cross is a 48-page magazine published bi-monthly for the purpose of
emphasizing through its articles, stories, and poems, different phases of the Western Wisdom
Teachings and their practical application to daily living. It contains the following departments:
Editorial; Mystic Light (articles and stories dealing with occult philosophy); Bible Interpretation;
Astrology; Reader's Ouestions; News Commentary; Nutrition and Health; Children's Department.
Free sample copy on request.

Print Shop and Bindery

Equipped for printing and binding magazines and pamphlets. It includes two offset presses,
photocomposer, power and hand paper cutters, paper and book folders, stapling machine, etc.

The well-equipped
dining room takes care of the
culinary needs of workers,
guests, and visitors. The meals
are wholly vegetarian. This
room doubles as an auditorium
for music performances and

gatherings on special
occasions.
The Library

A free library, consisting
of hundreds of good books,
religious, scientific,




educational, occult, and miscellaneous, will be available to workers and visitors upon the completed
digitization of its inventory.

How Our Material Obligations Are Met

The work is carried on by means of freewill offerings. There has never been a fixed price on our
lessons. Our students and friends have always been most generous in contributing to our material
necessities.

Visitors Welcome

Visitors are always welcome at Headquarters. Reception area and bookstore are located in the
Guest House.

Correspondence Courses

Correspondence courses in Preliminary and Supplementary Philosophy, Bible, and Astrology --

offered on a love offering basis -- are open to all who are not professional hypnotists, mediums,
palmists or astrologers.




The Rosicrucian Interpretation of Christianity

ROSICRUCIAN PHILOSOPHER , Artist: JAKnapp

Father C.R.C (Christian Rosie Cross or Christian Rosencreutz)—considered not only as a personality, but also as a personification of the system of
spiritual philosophy which he is reputed to have established—which explains why no authentic portrait of Father C.R.C. has ever been discovered. The
Great Book of the Rose Cross lies unclasped upon the table, beside it an hour glass, intimating that in time all shall be revealed

The Rosicrucian Order is an ancient Mystic Fraternity formed in the year 1313 by a high spiritual
teacher having the symbolical name "Christian Rosen Kreuz": Christian Rose Cross. It was his
mission to prepare a new phase of the Christian religion to be used during the coming age now at
hand, for as the world and man evolve so also must religion change. The system of worship suited
to the spiritual needs of our forebears is unsuited to our altered intellectual condition. Therefore, the
great spiritual entities in charge of evolution, change the religions of the world in harmony with the
passage of the marching orbs in the heavens.

The Rosicrucian Philosophy is entirely Christian, striving to make religion a living factor in the land
-- and to lead to Christ those who cannot find Him by faith alone.

The Sixth Sense

The particular function of this Philosophy is to enable people to accept the Christian doctrines

through the medium of esoteric knowledge, when they are unable to do so through the medium of
faith. It aims to supplement the work of the churches, not to supplant them.

The Rosicrucian Philosophy teaches that man possesses a latent sixth sense which has been

developed in some and which eventually will be developed by all. This sense enables its possessor
to perceive and investigate the super- physical realms, where the so-called dead live.



It also teaches that the Earth is a great school to which we return life after life through rebirth,
learning new lessons during each sojourn here, and thus ever evolving toward greater perfection of
character and the powers which it confers. The grades attained by different individuals in this school
account for the differences in fortunes which we see on every side. Therefore we do not despair of

God's love when we see the inequalities of life, for we know that in time all will be perfect as our
Father in Heaven is perfect.

Facing Death

Sooner or later there comes a time when the consciousness is forced to recognize the fact that
life, as we see it, is but fleeting, and that amid all the uncertainities of our existence there is but one
certainty — Death!

When the mind has thus become aroused by thought of the leap in the dark which at sometime
must be taken by all, several questions inevitably present themselves: Whence have we come?
Why art We here? Whither are we going? These are basic problems with which all must sooner or
later grapple, and it is of the greatest importance how we solve them for the view we take will color
our whole lives.

The Rosicrucian Teachings also take the sting of sorrow out of the greatest of all trials, "the loss
of loved ones," even if they have been what is called wayward, or black sheep; for we know that it is
an actual fact that in God we live and move and have our being; hence, if one single Spirit were
lost, a part of God would be lost and such a proposition is @solutely impossible. Under the
immutable Law of Cause and Effect, we are bound to meet these loved ones sometime in the
future, under other circumstances, and there the love that binds us together must continue until it
has found its fullest expression. The Laws of Nature would be violated if a stone thrown from the
Earth were to remain suspended in the atmosphere, and under the same immutable Laws, those
who pass into the higher sphere must return. Christ said, "Ye must be born again;" and "If | go to
my Father, | will return.”

Adversity and Trouble

When the bark of our life sails lightly upon smooth summer seas, wafted along by the fair winds of
health and prosperity, when friends are present on every hand, eager to help us plan pleasures
which will increase our enjoyment of this world's goods, when social favors or political powers come
to us to gratify our every wish in whatever sphere our inclinations seek expression, then indeed, we
may say, and seem justified in saying, with our whole heart and soul: "This world is good enough for
me." But when we come to the end of the smiling sea of success; when the whirlwind of adversity
has blown us upon the rocky shores of disaster, and the sea of suffering threatens to engulf us;
when friends have failed and every human help is as far off as it is unavailing, then we must look for
guidance to the skies as does the mariner when he steers his ship over the waste of waters.

Likewise one who is looking for a guide which he may trust in the days of sorrow and trouble also
should embrace a religion founded on eternal laws and immutable principles, able to explain the
mystery of life in a logical manner so that his intellect is satisfied. At the same time, a system of
devotion satisfies the heart, so that these twin factors in life receive equal satisfaction.

Divine Love

Only when man has a clear intellectual conception of the scheme of human development is he in
a position to range himself in line therewith. When it is made clear to him that that scheme is
beneficent and benevolent in the very highest degree, that all is truly ruled by divine Love, then that

understanding will sooner or later call out in him a true devotion and heartfelt acquiescence which
will awaken in him a desire to become a co-worker with God in the world's work.



Eye has not seen nor ear heard the glories that are yet in store for us, but Oliver Wendel Holmes
has expressed a little of what we may look forward to in the following lines:

Build thee more stately mansions, O my
soul.

As the swift seasons roll!

Leave thy low vaulted past!

Let each new temple, nobler than the
last,

Shut thee from Heaven with a dome
more vast,

Till thou at length art free,

Leafing thine outgrown shell by life's
unresting sea!

PRECEPTS FOR THE ROSICRUCIAN STUDENT
Christ Jesus will be his ideal.

Remembering the admonition of Christ. "He who would be the greatest among you, let him be the
servant of all,” he will endeavor each day to serve his fellowman with Love, Modesty, and Humility,
in whatever capacity may be offered.

Having a firm faith in the Wisdom and Goodness of God, he will work with the trend of evolution by
endeavoring to speak, act and see only the Good in his daily associations with others.

Truth, Honesty, and Justice being fundamental qualities of the Divinity within, he will strive to
express them in all his thoughts, words and deeds.

Knowing that his present conditions are the result of past actions, and that he may determine future
conditions by present actions, he will waste no time inenvying others, but devote himself to
exercising his divine prerogative of free will in sowing good seeds for the morrow.

Realizing that Silence is one of the greatest helps in soul growth, he will ever seek to cultivate Peace,
Poise and Quietness.

Self-reliance being a cardinal virtue of the spiritual aspirant, he will strive to practice this virtue in
thought as well as in deed.

Knowing the Within to be the only worthy tribu nal of Truth, he will endeavor to establish this
tribunal and refer all matters to it for final jurisdiction.

Each day he will devote a certain period of time to meditation and prayer, endeavoring to lift
himself on the wings of Love and Aspiration to the very throne of the Father.

Knowing that failure lies only in ceasing to try, he will, in the face of all obstacles, continue patiently
and persistently to strive for the high ideals taught by Christ.



Rebirth: The Master Key

Have you ever stopped to think why the following is true: that some people are poor, some rich;
some deformed, some beautiful; some unfortunate, others lucky; some diseased and others
healthy? Have you ever tried to find a reason for the inequality which is manifested everywhere in
the world? Have you ever wondered why some members of the human family are inhabiting black
bodies, others brown, and still others white? And then, have you ever stopped to think just why we
are here at all--what is the meaning of life which is at best is fleeting? Suppose you propound some
of these questions to your friends, tabulate their answers and compare them. It would be an
interesting experiment. Some would say that the poor are shiftless and the rich thrifty. Others would
tell you that the poor are just naturally unlucky, and the rich fortunate.

Again, you might be told that it is not right to question the conditions found in God's world: that the
Creator in His wisdom has ordained them and so they just naturally must be right. Still another
explanation might be given that God is responsible for all that is good and a reprehensible being
commonly known as the devil is the cause of all evil. Many there are who will look at you with tired
eyes and make the following statements: that they do not know; that Christian orthodoxy does not
satisfy their sense of reason; that the atheist's conclusions terrify them and consequently they are
quite confused and know not which way to turn. If God is just, why does He favor some of His
creations and not others? If He is not just, then certainly He is not God. On the other hand, if there
is no God, then how did the world and there is therein coming to existence?

Is there an answer to these various problems which are presenting themselves to the minds of the
thinking people of today--an answer which is logical and which will stand the test of reason? There
certainly is such an answer.

The materialistic theory as postulated by the atheist can never be satisfactory to mankind. It is the
child of despair. When the human mind has exhausted science, the laboratory, and the chemical
retorts in its eager search for that intangible something which animates the human form, and has
failed to discover it, in despair it declares that the illusive something for which it has so diligently
searched is really nothing more than the result of certain correlations of matter, designated as mind,
which perishes when the body disintegrates. Just why some individuals should possess a better
quality of these "certain correlations" (mind) than others, this theory does not attempt to explain.

The theory postulated by the orthodox theoligist is but little better. It asserts that all living things
were created by God and have but one Earth life to live; that man alone was endowed with a Spirit
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which is immortal and, regardless of the station to which he was born, he is responsible for the
deeds performed during life; that his happiness or misery after death for all eternity is determined by

his actions during the short period which intervenes between birth and death. Animals, plants--in
fact all else that exists--are supposed to have been created for his express convenience and use.

Is it any wonder that the man or woman who really thinks ultimately rejects this theory also, and
finally decides to indulge in any and all things which produce a sense of pleasure for the time being,
and help him to forget that at some time he must face death, which at best is a plunge in the dark?

Fortunately, there is another theory, a theory which is founded on truth. It is known by the name
"rebirth." The doctrine of rebirth postulates a slow process of development carried on with
unwavering persistence through repeated embodiments in forms or bodies of increasing efficiency.

Through this process, all created beings will in time develop their latent potentialities into goddike
powers.

The God of our solar system creates in life waves and the beings belonging to each particular life
wave do not cross into others. The life waves with which we are most familiar are the mineral, plant,
animal, and human. Each life wave is composed of a large number of Virgin Spirits endowed in
potentiality with all the powers of their Divine Creator, and the beings of each life wave will
ultimately attain godhood. Each life wave develops in a manner particularly suited to its avn
inherent nature. The beings belonging to the angelic life wave will never become archangels. They
will attain godhood by working along an entirely different line of development. Our humnaity will

never become angels; our development will be entirely different. The animals will never become
human beings such as we are, although they will pass through a "human-like" stage.

We have never been animals, yet we have passed through an animaldike stage. Similarly, the
plants will pass through an animal-like stage in a later period, and the minerals will reach the plant
stage. In neither case, however, will they be of the same type as our present animals and plants.

Each life wave has its own separate and distinct method of development, but eventually the Virgin
Spirits composing it will attain perfection, for that is the ultimate object of evolution.

Now let us see how the theory of rebirth answers the problems of life: Why are some people poor
and others rich? Each life is one day in God's great school. Some of us are learning one kind of
lesson and some are learning others. Those who are poor in one particular life are learning lessons
pertaining to the true value of certain commodities, lessons in inventiveness which pertain to the
best way to get the greatest amount of supply. They are learning how to plan and to appreciate
everything which they possess.

Those who have wealth are learning what its true value is to them. They are learning its real
purchasing power; whether it can exalt or degrade, whether it is a blessing or a curse. They are
learning that it can sometimes buy a man's honor and a woman's virtue; that it may result in its
owner's downfall, but that it can never purchase the things which are of true value to the Spirit.
Eventually, all people entrusted with money must learn the lesson that they are only stewards of
their possessions and that it behooves them to use wisely and well that with which they have been
entrusted.

Why are some deformed in body? Generally speaking, no Spirit can inhabit a better body than it
has learned to build during its previous lives, but the following is the exception to the rule: with
regard to physical abnormalities and deformities, the rule seems to be that indulgence in passion in
one life reacts on the mental state in a later existence; and abuse of mental powers in one life leads
to physical disabilities in later existences. On the other hand, a beautiful form denotes that the
owner had done expert work in body building during previous lives, sometimes to the detriment of
the mental processes.
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Unfortunate people are those who have wilfully neglected opportunities in previous lives. Now
they are deprived of the very thing they once held lightly in order to teach them to appreciate

opportunities when they are again presented. The lucky man or woman in one life has earned that
which seems to come to him or her so easily in this life. It is in reality a reward of merit.

The individual whose body is diseased has broken the laws of nature either in this life or some
other one and is now paying the penalty. The healthy man or woman has paid much attention to
perfect organ formation in the past.

Why is one born in a particular race? each race is following a definite line of evolution. We all
have certain lessons to learn and the Egos inhabiting bodies of various colors do so in order to
experience soul growth, which can only be attained under the particular conditions supplied by
these race differences. We should, therefore, make every attempt to profit by the conditions of our
birth and regard each situation as a privilege accorded to us for spiritual advancement. When we

fail to make the best use of our embodiments, we take a step backward in our evolutionary
development and increase the time needed to free ourselves from the cycle of rebirth.

Rebirth intelligently accounts for all the inequalities in life. Conditions as we find them are the
composite results of all our past endeavors or lack of endeavors. Each man or woman is an exact
sum of all his or her past activities and not the victim of a capricious God or scheming evil one. We
have no one to blame but ourselves if we have made a mess of things. If we are not satisfied with
life as we find it, now is the time to begin to prepare an improved environment for future lives; and if

we are really wide awake at last and desperately in earnest, it is quite possible for us to improve our
surroundings in the present incarnation.

The intelligent person of today is no longer satisfied with platitudes when searching for truth in
relation to life. Therefore, we ask each person who is seeking for a solution to the many problems
which life presents to apply this master key, rebirth, and prove for himself or herself its true efficacy.

Jesus_Emerald
"From the only authentic likeness of our Saviour, cut on an emerald by command of Tiberius Caesar, and given to Pope Innocent VIII, from the
treasurey, at Constantinople, by the Emperor of the Turks, for the ransom of his brother, then a captive of the Christians" JOHN SARTAIN: ARTIST

"Truth, like a golden thread, binds together all the religions that have been given to the world, making of
them a crystal rosary through which shinesthe eternal White Light of the Cosmic Christ."

- Corinne Heline
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The Law and Our Needs

THE ANCIENT OF DAYS ( llustration by William Blake for his poetic work " Europe", 1794) ;
Rélief etching with water color, 23.3 x 16.8 cm; British Museum, L ondon

The Law of Consequence is undoubtedly the most fundamental law in human destiny, but we have
to remember that it is not a static law. We constantly use it to set new causes into operation which
will create new destiny to balance and improve the old destiny brought from the past. The Law of
Consequence is intimately tied up with the Law of Rebirth, sometimes called the Law of
Reincarnation. We have all lived many lives on Earth in the past, and we shall live many more in the
future. In each of these past lives we have set various causes into operation, some of which are
only now in the present life bringing their effects into manifestation. These effects are called karma,
or debts of destiny. Thus we are paying debts from the past, and we also are reaping rewards from
the past. We call these, respectively, bad and good destiny.

The first thing we have to realize is that character is destiny. Destiny is a reflection of character.
Our environment is a looking-glass in which we see our character refl ected. There is an exception,
however, to this general rule. This is, that in our last embodirnent on Earth, we may have effected a
reformation so that now we have what may be called a good character. We may still be having
misfortunes or debts in the present life, however, in spite of this remodelled character. This
condition is due to the fact that we have brought debts over from the past which we now are paying
and, when one is paying debts, he usually finds that the process is limiting, confining, and
sometimes unpleasant. He has the consolation, however, that debts once paid will never have to be
paid again, and, therefore, he will be free of them in all his future lives.

The traits of character that most often cause "bad" destiny are those of anger, fear, pride, hate,
revenge, sensuality, selfishness, envy, and intolerance. The first thing to do is to scrutinize our
habitual line of thinking and see if we have any of these traits in our make-up, even in a small
degree. If we find that we have, then we must go to work on them and gradually remove them. The
two principal means of doing this are a change in thought and in action, particularly toward others.

13



Thought, however, is the more basic, and if we correct our habitual thought, we shall find that our
actions almost automatically follow the revised pattern of thinking.

This brings us to a most important factor in the situation, namely, the creative power of thought.
This power is the most fundamental and potent factor in human life. The saying. "Thoughts are
things," is startlingly true. Every time we think a thought, we are making a thought form which may
become a living force. It floats in our aura and becomes a part of our individual mental atmosphere;
therefore, it is a part of our very life.

The next step in the activity of creative thought is that it clothes itself in the substance of desire
and emotion. This step has two effects: first, it may lead to corresponding action; second, thought
forms not calling for immediate action may be stored in the memory as patterns for future use. We
have access to them at any time; thus they eventually may appear as physical realities in our
environment, making it "good" or "bad" according to the thoughts that created it.

Therefore, if we wish to change our environment and our fortune, we must change our thoughts.

By so doing, we will be making new and good destiny, which in due time will appear un our lives,
and which will give us better work and supply many of our material needs.

The destructive desires and emotions. such as anger, hate, revenge, resentment -- but
particularly anger -- disrupt and disarrange the thought forms and the thought creations of good
which we have previously made, and thereby delay their materialization. When we have yielded to
anger or revenge, for instance, and dissipated some mental creation of good, the corresponding
thought form configuration has to reassemble itself before materialization can proceed. This takes
time and delavs the period when there might have been a favorable change in our environment or
general fortune. Therefore, we see the great importance of watching our emotions.

Someone may ask: "How can | avoid harmful thoughts and desires and keep them out of my
mind? It seems almost impossible at times to keep them from slipping in." The answer is, thought
substitution. It is based on the principle that two thoughts cannot occupy the mind at the same time,
and is similar to the principle of physics that two bodies cannot occupy the same space at the same
time. When we are bothered by harmful thoughts of any kind, it is well to substitute another thought
and concentrate on it so positively that the harmful thought cannot get in. This answer is very simple
and only requires practice to make it comparatively easy. Harmful desires are excluded from the
mind by the same process; thus, by substituting some constructive thought in place of the thought
of wrong desire, the latter is very nearly shut out.

The next potent subject which we will consider 5 the existence of the Inner Power. This is
something about which most people have no knowledge, and something which they usually do not
even suspect the existence of. Nevertheless, the Inner Power is a stupendous factor in human life
and the one upon which general success in life is most dependent. The Inner Power is the Ego, the
Spirit, the Higher Self, the vitalizing Life which comes from God, and the essential power that keeps
man going. The Inner Power is the God Within, and the God Within is part of the God Without, the
God of the Universe. The Inner Power is our personal link with God. Therefore, we can see how
powerful is this inner, higher self. It is omnipotent because it is a part of the God of the Universe.
This omnipotence, however, is more or less latent in humanity at the present time. It is the function
of evolution to unfold it into positive, dynamic omnipotence. This is what we are gradually learning
to do in our daily lives and by our succession of rebirths.

This Inner Power affects the personality and the daily life in this way: the God Within, which is
omnipotent and possessed of all wisdom as well, is constantly sending messages down into the
conscious mind. These messages appear as intuitions, inspirations, and original ideas. They tell us
what it is that the Higher Self in its wisdom wishes us to do. If we follow these suggestions and put
them into effect, the results in our lives will be constructive. Failure will be changed into success,
the obstacles which have beset us gradually will disappear, and we shall find that everything begins
to work together for good and for success in every department of life. If we ignore the intuitions from
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the Inner Power and follow the selfindulgent desires and straying thoughts of the personality, then
we shall find that our troubles will increase and our pathway through life will become more difficult.
You can see how important it is to be on the alert to catch the ideas and intuitions of the Power
Within and then put them into effect.

One can most effectively receive these messages by quieting the conscious mind, and particularly
by having quiet times for meditation so that when the conscious mind is stilled, the Power can
speak to us and we will hear it. It is speaking to us and sending us mentd messages all the time,
however, no matter how active we are. Conscience is another of the messages of the Power Within
which we always would do well to obey. If only we will follow the directions of this Power, it will
speak to us in ever<learer tones, gradually reshaping our lives and transforming our failures into
successes.

We must cultivate belief in the existence of the Inner Power and belief in its ability to transform our
lives. This belief is the wire, the electrical circuit, which connects us with it. If we establish a clear
connection between the Power and our conscious mind, the result will be very much better,
because then the Ego can send its messages to us much more clearly and effectively. Disbelief in
these things impairs the connection and in some cases even destroys it. Then we are left more or
less without the conscious guidance and wisdom of the God Within and easily run amuck so that
failure follows. Thus we see that this belief is of great importance. Some people call it faith -- faith in
God. Actually, however, faith in the God Within and its power is the same thing as faith in the God
Without and His omnipotence.

If we listen to and obey the suggestions and directions of the Power Within, fear and anxiety are
taken away and we gain poise, which is a large factor in material success. We lose our fear of both
life and death. We know that all things are ordered with wisdom and that they will turn out well from
the spiritual point of view.

We can, moreover, increase the good results by praying to the Power Within -- by talking to it,
having conversations with it -- because it is right here, nearer than breathing. It will hear us and
make the wise response. Some people call this praying to God; it is the same thing, because it is to
the God Within. By praying we are making new, constructive destiny to neutralize and offset some
of the debts of our previous years and lives.

When we talk to the Power Within, either mentally or in words, we may tell it what our ideals and
ambitions are, what we wish to accomplish, and what we would like to have. Then leave the
materialization to the Inner Power and not make the mistake of demanding this or that thing. When
we have finished the conversation, we have made the thought form and in due time it will be
materialized for us by the Spirit in such form and to such degree as it deems wise, particularly if we
repeat it from time to time. We should be content with this, knowing that it embodies the highest
wisdom.

If we do the above, we are living by faith. By living serenely in the knowledge of the existence of
this Inner Power, and having belief or faith that it will work out a perfect result in our lives, all fear
and anxiety for the Suture gradually will disappear, and we shall become confident, poised, and
tranquil. We then shall be able to meet situations successfully which formerly defeated us and
caused us to fail. Therefore, living by faith not only increases our material success, but it also
makes us much happier.

An invisible institution conducted by the Lords of I)estiny, which may be called the Universal Bank,
is the next topic of vital importance to take up. Into this all-important institution, we are continually
making deposits. Every good thought, feeling, and action makes a deposit there. All our
constructive work, our self-discipline, our service to others, and all our other actions which are in
harmony with the Divine Will make deposits in the Universal Bank. These deposits are the source
from which we draw our destiny, our good fortune, and our opportunities. The unseen Director of
this Bank, together with the Agents of Destiny, keeps an unerring record of all deposits.
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From time to time, the Director declares a dividend in the form of some opportunity, success,
good luck, or "wind-fall." Although nothing can ever happen by chance, most people think that these
things happen more or less accidentally. They are mistaken. The Inner Power within each of us is a
high official of that Bank and has much to do with the declaration of dividends.

Since the Universal Bank is backed by the Universe, it cannot fail. We can never lose nor be
defrauded of anything that is really ours. "Your own will come to you." There is never a mistake in
the cosmic credit in which this bank deals. If our destiny and success are not what we would like
them to be, then it is because our credit in the Universal Bank has been temporarily depleted. In
such a case, there is nothing to do but get busy and make new deposits. As stated above, we make
deposits to our credit by constructive work, service, and selfdiscipline. We may be sure that our
diligence in these respects will soon greatly improve opportunities and circumstances. Thus we see
that our destiny is all seltcreated; luck and chance are only apparent and were in reality created by
us in the past. We are surrounded with the materialization of our past acts and thoughts. The
overcoming of undesirable traits and the building up and reformation of character are most potent
means of making deposits in the Universal Bank.

The "universal supply" which metaphysical students so frequently talk about is merely another
name for the Universal Bank. Many students seem to think that they should be able to get from it a
complete supply of everything they want simply by making some form of affirmation. They make the
mistake of thinking thug can draw from it without first making the necessary deposits. This is
equivalent to trying to "get something for nothing." One should not at any time demand the
materialization of any specific thing, but should leave that to the Lords of Destiny who have the
wisdom to do it properly. We have neither the right nor the wisdom. If we demand and specify
certain materialization of our thought creations, we are ‘ery likely to make a mess of it and get
something we don't want.

One reason why some people do not achieve success is that they unconsciously or ignorantly
violate the Law of Giving and Receiving. There really is a cosmic law administered by unseen
Forces which decrees that in order to receive, one must first give. By sharing what we have, we
open the channel which permits an inflow of the desirable things into our lives. The Master teaches
the existence of this law in St. Luke's Gospel when He says, "Give, and it shall be given unto vou,
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to you again." An
understanding and acceptance of this law, and an intelligent effort to comply with it, eventually will
bring a change for the better in one's affairs.

The Golden Rule, "Do unto others as you would have others do unto you," also embodies an
important metaphysical principle. This rule is unequivocal. It definitely tells us to do good to others
at all times, under all conditions, regardless of what they do to us. The rule is impersonal; the
conduct of the other person does not enter into the case. If disregarded, unpleasant effects are sure
to follow. Putting it into practice eventually will bring a decided improvement in one's environment
and material conditions. It gives a magnetic personality, one which attracts others and enlists their
help and cooperation in carrying out projects. It creates a magnetic force which is a means of
increasing success in all lines. We should never allow resentment, caused by mistreatment from
others, to prevent us from doing to them as we should like them to do to us. It really pays to carry
out the Golden Rule, which is not merely a religious ideal.

There are two or three other metaphysical principles which we should know about and which will
improve our personality and increase success in the matter of work and in the supple of material
needs. Looking for the good in everything and every situation, no matter how lacking it may seem
on the surface, is one of these. The mere act of looking for good makes a thought form which will in
time materialize into more good, more success, more favorable conditions. Looking for good is like
starting a snowball which grows in size as it rolls down hill. That also is a property of all thought
forms. Those of a like nature combine and grow rapidly. This applies to looking for the good. The
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good in our environment very definitely can be increased by the practice of this principle. Praise is
an extension of this. Praise is like sunlight -- the sunlight of the soul. It promotes both good-will and
success. We must praise what is good in others wherever there is the slightest excuse for doing so.
And above all, we must not forget to praise and thank the Inner Power each day for its life, its
guidance, and its supply of all our needs. All things come from that Power.

Forgiveness is a practice which one cannot afford to neglect. Forgiveness is scientific.
Forgiveness brings into play the forces of the unseen planes about us. It dissolves the thought
forms of hate, revenge, and ill-will, and prevents their materialization into adverse fortune.
Unforgiveness, which includes resentment, grudges, and revenge, often materializes into some of
the most unhappy conditions of life, particularly if allowed to continue by habitual thinking along
those lines.

Hate is the most destructive force in the Universe, and unforgiveness and revenge are phases of
hate. Revenge is the most deadly of passions: it surely will frustrate success. No matter what
happens, one cannot afford to hold resentment or to indulge in revengeful thoughts. We can be
perfectly sure if someone has mistreated us that the unseen Law will bring him whatever retribution
is needed (merited).

The Bible says "Beloved, avenge not yourselves . . .1 will repay, saith the Lord." We must not take
the matter into our own hands because we will only be setting into operation metaphysical forces
that will react upon us sooner or later to our verv real disadvantage. The rule is, forgive everything
and keep on forgiving regardless of all personal inclinations; we will not lose as we might
erroneously think.

This brings to mind a principle of vital effect upon success: "To do the will of another is the acid
test of love." The Bible reaffirms this when it says, "Agree with thine adversary quickly." Self-will is
selflove, and self- love is a phase of hatred to others. The gpplication of this principle is particularly
valuable in avoiding quarrels and settling those already begun. Naturally we should not do the will
of another if it entails an injustice to ourselves or to others. We should sacrifice personal inclinations
and advantages in so far as possible to meet the ideas of our opponent and to satisfy his sense of
justice. By so doing we shall transform him into a friend. Selfwill obstructs the success which
friendly cooperation would establish.

We have heard much concerning confession. Perhaps we thought it of no value. We may have
thought that confessing our wrong-doings to a priest or minister would have no effect. Nevertheless,
there is a very important metaphysical principle concealed in it; namely, confession dissipates the
emotional farce built into thought forms of past wrongdoing, releases it, and helps, to restore poise
to the personality. When wrong is done which involves fear, shame, anger, etc., that thought form
sinks down into the subconscious and there ferments Particularly so, if the wrong is not righted at
the time. Thought forms of this kind may ferment in the subconscious for years and eventually
generate what are called "complexes." If one has enough of these complexes buried in his make-
up, he gradually loses his poise and becomes nervous, sometimes neurotic. This is where
confession comes in. Confession releases the emotional energy in the buried complexes so that it
evaporates and is no longer in a position to cause trouble.

Confession does not have to be made to a priest or a minister. It could be made to the person
who has been wronged. It is very helpful to confess to some trust-worthy person. Or it can be made
to the Higher Self. This confession to the Higher Self is called "retrospection.” It should be made
after retiring each night, reversing the order of the day's events. Retrospection to be effective
should be done with the greatest possible amount of feeling of contrition; in so doing, we are
purifying and releasing the suppressed emotional forces of the hidden complexes. Large numbers
of people find that confession in one form or another gives almost unbelievable relief and is
followed by a remarkable increase in material success.
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It is an excellent idea to extend the principle of confession or retropection to the preceding years
of life so as to clear up the complexes that have become imbedded in the make-up and which
frustrate success. This process might be called delayed retrospection. This is done best in writing.
Sit down and write out systematically a general outline of the events of the past which have
involved fear, anger, shame, etc. Do as much as possible at a time. Later, continue until the whole
life has been retrospected. Gradually, a wonderful mental and emotional release will be found. And
this will be reflected in improved conditions affecting work and material needs. This writing should
be done secretly, and, of course, names of others should be omitted. Such writing later should be
destroyed.

We cannot be a true success in life unless we have a reasonable degree of health; therefore, we
must consider health in seeking a satisfactory supply of material needs. We must realize always
that our life force comes from the Power Within, the Ego. If anything interferes with the flow of this
life down through the personality and the body, ill health results. It is possible to imprison the Ego
behind a cloud of wrong thought forms -- false beliefs -- so that the constructive flow of the life force
from the Ego is decidedly reduced. If we make destructive thought forms (those of fear, anger,
sensuality, etc.) which limit us, if we allow ourselves to believe that evil has power over us, and if we
believe tha we are limited in life and always will be -- all these things tend to imprison the Ego.

For health, it is necessary that the personality, the mind, and the will cooperate with the Ego and
refuse to make restriaing thought forms. In addition to refusing to add to this mental cloud of the
past, it is possible to forge an instrument with which the existing thought cloud can be pierced and
destroyed. This instrument consists of new thought forms of confidence and strength, of the
omnipotence of the Inner Power, of optimism, of success and of sureness that all good things are
attainable. If we make new thought forms along this line, they will combine themselves into a
composite thought form of great strength and potent This will be the impudent to pierce the mentd
cloud Ed to release the Ego

We must realize that only wron g thirsting can block that power. We can change our thoughts, and
that power will be released and will work a miracle in our lives. It will restore our health. It will
change our mental condition. We can use our imagination to make mental pictures of improved
health and of the great power of the Ego within, and these pictures will blend with other thought
forms of strength and courage and become a part of the instrument of release. We will find that we
are no longer the slave of ill health. We will find that health is the normal accompaniment of poise
and of a balanced emotional condition. With health will come a greater ability for success in work
and in all material lines.

Happiness resides solely in the mind. External conditions have an influence on happiness only as
they are allowed to affect the making of thought forms through the mind. Thought forms have the
property of clothing themselves with that substance of the invisible plane which we know as
emotion. If we think thoughts of optimism and happiness, emotional substance of happinesss is
built into the mind, and we are happy regardless of all material and bodily conditions.

If, on the other hand, we make thought harms of fear and failure, they build into the mind the
emotional substance of unhappiness, and we would be unhappy even if we had all the wealth of the
world and even if our health were perfect. Thus we see that happiness resides solely in the mind,
and that by thought control and thought substitution, we have the key to happiness and success at
all times.

In conclusion, we will give three little formulas for selfhelp which are based on sound
metaphysical principles and which have proved their value.

First, Positive Thought. Keep the rnind habitually positive and alert, not relaxed and inert. Positive

thought automatically shuts out a crowd of tramp thoughts and desires that are floating through the
mental atmosphere. When these thoughts are shut out, they cease to be an influence in life, and
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one's mental creations become far better with a decided increase in the materialization of the
desirable things of life.

Second, the Golden Key. When in trouble, when fearful of losing money, friends, or job, when
something of value is lost, we should not continue to make thought forms of these undesired losses,
which would add to the general depression. We should, instead, reverse the process and think of
God. God includes all desirable things. By refusing to think of misfortune and by constantly thinking
of God, we are making thought forms of strength, beauty, goodness, and success, even though
unconsciously. These in due time will materialize into good, and the calamity feared will have been
averted.

Third, the Power of Duty. Duty performed one day at a time has the power to create enough good
to get us through the day. Tomorrow will be another day in which the process can be repeated.
Duties performed with love are a way of liberation. This is a vital key to success over any period of
life. The success which comes as a result of duty performed will not always be the kind that we
would have selected, but it will be true success from the standpoint of the Spirit, and that is the

main thing. Moreover, in due time this will resolve itself into a form of success which will be easily
recognized and admitted as the best kind. In the meantime, we will be relieved of fear and anxiety
because we will know that everything will come out all right in the end. Thus, through the power of
duty performed, we will become able to live by faith in the Inner Power, which is the most
fundamental secret of success in life, including work and the supply of all material needs.

Psalm 19

Psalm 19.1 [To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.] The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywork.

Psalm 19:2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.

Psalm 19:3 [There is] no speech nor language, [where] their voice is not heard.

Psalm 19:4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

Psalm 19:5 Which [is] as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, [and] rejoiceth as a strong man to
run a race.

Psalm 19:6 His going forth [is] from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there
is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD [is] perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD [is] sure,
making wise the simple.

Psalm 19:8 The statutes of the LORD [are] right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD
[is] pure, enlightening the eyes.

Psalm 19:9 The fear of the LORD [is] clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD [are] true
[and] righteous altogether.

Psalm 19:10 More to be desired [are they] than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb.

Psalm 19:11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: [and] in keeping of them [there is] great reward.
Psalm 19:12 Who can understand [his] errors? cleanse thou me from secret [f aults].

Psalm 19:13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous [sins]; let them not have dominion over
me: then shall | be upright, and | shall be innocent from the great transgression.

Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.




Rebirth and the Bible

A basic cosmic law taught in the Scriptures is that of rebirth: the doctrine that as differentiated Spirits in God
we are reborn again and again n bodies of increasing efficiency on the physical plane to learn the lessons
incident to material existence, and to unfold our latent divine potentialities into dynamic powers.

It is evident that the Jewish priests believed in the theory of rebirth, or they would not have sent to ask John
the Baptist, "Art thou Elijah?" as it is recorded in the first chapter of St. John's Gospel, 21st verse. In the 14th
verse of the 11th Chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel we have the words of the Christ concerning John the Baptist
which are unambiguous and unequivocal. He said, "This is Elijah." Upon a later occasion, at the time when
they had been upon the Mount of Transfiguration, as recorded in the 17th Chapter of Matthew, the Christ said,
"Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed . . . . Then the
disciples understood that He spake unto them of John the Baptist."

In the 13th verse of the 16th Chapter of Matthew we find the Christ asking His disciples, "Whom do men say
that I, the Son of Man, am?"

"And they said, some say that thou art John the Baptist; some Elias, and others, Jeremias, or one of the
prophets.

"And He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am?"
"And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."

We notice from these passages that Christ Jesus did not contradict His disciples and this is quite significant.
He was essentially a teacher, and if they had entertained a wrong idea concerning the idea of rebirth, it would
have been His manifest duty to have corrected them. He did not indicate that there was any need for
correction, however, and Peter's reply conveys a knowledge of the deeper truths involved in the present
mission of the Christ.

As further biblical substantiation for the doctrine of rebirth, we find cases mentioned in the Scriptures where a
person was chosen for a certain work before his birth. An Angel foretold the coming of Sarnson and his
mission: to slay the Philistines. In the 13th Chapter of Judges it is related: "There was a certain man of Zorah,
of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and bare not.

"And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not; but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.

"...and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.
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" ... and the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson."

In the first Chapter of Jeremiah, 5th verse, the Lord said to the prophet, " . . . before thou camest out of the
womb | sanctified thee, and | ordained thee a prophet unto all nations."

We are all familiar with the stories in the Bible telling of the coming of Jesus and John and of their special
missions. A person is chosen for a special mission because of a specific fitness for the particular type of work
to be done. Proficiency presupposes practice, for as we have often heard, "Practice makes perfect." Ability is

not handed to us on a platter, as convenient as it may be to believe it at times! Practice prior to birth could only
have been in a previous life, so by implication, and by using logic and reason as guides, we find that the

doctrine of rebirth is taught in the cases we have mentioned. It may also be observed that there are other
passages in the Bible, the first Psalm, for instance, which can be sensibly iterpreted only by using a belief in
rebirth as a basis.

Working along with the Law of Rebirth to bring about the perfect justice becoming to an all-wise Creator is
the Law of Cause and Effect, or the Lawof Consequence. The Law of Compensation or Retribution, it is also
open called. The occult investigator finds that this law works perfectly on all planes, bringing to fruition exactly
what we have sown -- in thought, word and deed.

In the 6th Chapter of Galatians, 7th to 9th verses, we are told:
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

"For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the spirit shall of the
spirit reap life everlasting.

"And let us not be weary in well doing; for in due season we shall reap."

In 2nd Corinthians, 9th Chapter, 6th verse, St. Paul tells us again: "He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”

In the 9th Chapter of St. John's Gospel we find an interesting parable which teaches the working of this law.
It reads as follows:

"And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from birth.
"And His disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?

"Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the works of God should be made
manifest in him."

In this passage Christ Jesus endeavors to make clear that the law back of all physical limitation is not
punishment, but enlightenment. Here we find the perfect justice of the Law of Causation which underlies all
disease and deformity. When an Ego breaks a law of Nature in one life, it returns in another life to face the
limitation which results as a violation of that law. Transgressions of divine laws upon the mental and moral
planes of action are quite as responsible for physical disorders as the hidden side of the Moon is effective in
producing the tides. Through the sorrow and suffering which accompany limitation, the Spirit learns its lesson
and the infirmity is removed.
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The Power of Thought

Thought may be one of the most significant, yet least understood, factors in evolution. The
process of thought, if people consider it at all, is generally believed to be a purely private matter
having a momentary bearing on themselves alone. They are @t to be completely unaware of the
complicated ramifications and consequences of even the most seemingly insignificant thoughts
formed in their minds.

To illustrate the importance of thought, the Western Wisdom Teachings tell us that everything that
exists in the universe was first a thought. The New Testament, originally written in Greek, uses the
word "logos" to mean both "word" and the thought which precedes the word. Word may be
considered the manifested form of thought -- a sound which built all forms and, according to occult
knowledge, ensouls them. Man, evolving as a potential God, has the latent faculties of creation. He
is now learning to create; he has the capability of thinking and he may voice his thoughts. When he
is not capable of carrying out his ideas by himself, he may secure the help of others through his
speech. As evolution continues, the time eventually will come when he will be able to create directly
by the word emitted from his spiritualized larynx. Schooling, through a series of physical
embodiments, is necessary so that he will not make mistakes. Man is not yet spiritually developed
and, if he were able to create directly by the word now, his creations would be imperfect and
detrimental.

The great majority of people have formed the habit of listless thinking, which makes them
incapable of holding onto any subject until it is thoroughly mastered. Although thoughts which flit
through the mind may be good, bad, or indifferent -- mostly the latter -- the mind does not usually
hold on to any one of them sufficiently long to learn its nature. Thought-control is often very difficult
to attain. Once attained, however, the possessor holds within his hand the key to success in
whatever line he may be engaged.

Thought force is the most powerful means of obtaining knowledge. If it is concentrated upon a
subject, it will burn its way through any obstacle and solve the problem. If the requisite amount of
thought force is brought to bear, there is nothing that is beyond the power of human
comprehension. So long as we scatter it, thought force is of little use to us, but as soon as we are
prepared to take the trouble necessary to harness it, all knowledge is ours. Since thought is our
principal power, we must learn to have absolute control of it, so that what we produce is not illusion
induced by outside conditions, but true imagination generated by the Spirit from within.

This is one reason why students of the Rosicrucian Teachings are urged to perfomm the daily
exercise of concentration, regularly and with persistence. They are taught to fix their minds
unwaveringly upon a single subject, becoming so absorbed in it that all else is successfully blotted
out of consciousness. Once a student has learned to do this, he is able to see the spiritual side of
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an object or idea illuminated by spiritual light, and thus he obtains a knowledge of the inner nature
of things undreamt of by a worldly man.

We speak of thoughts as being conceived by the mind, but just as both father and mother are
necessary in the generation of a child, so also are both idea and mind necessary before a thought
can be conceived. Ideas are generated by a human Ego in the spirit-substance of the inner worlds.
This idea is projected upon the receptive mind, giving birth to a thought. Thus when each idea
clothes itself in a form made of mind-stuff, it is then a thought, as visible to the inner vision of a
sufficiently developed clairvoyant as a child is to its parent.

Thus we see that ideas are embryonic thoughts, nuclei of spirit-substance from the inner worlds.
Improperly conceived in a diseased mind they become vagaries and delusions, but when gestated

in a sound mind and fommed into rational thoughts they are the basis of all material, moral, and
mental progress.

At the present time, however, the mind is not focused in a way that enables it to give a clear and
true picture of what the Spirit imagines. It is not one-pointed. It gives misty and clouded pictures.
Hence the necessity of experiment to show the inadequacy of first conception, and of bringing
about new imaginings and ideas until the image produced by the Spirit in mental substance has
been reproduced in physical substance.

At best, we are able to shape through the mind only such images as have to do with form,
because the human mind was not started until the present Earth Period of our evolution and,
therefore, is now in its form, or "mineral,” stage. (see The Rosicrucian Cosmo- Conception p. 426)
Hence, in our operations, we are confined to forms and minerals. We can imagine ways and means
of working with the mineral forms of the three lower kingdoms, but can do little or nothing with living
bodies. We may indeed graft living branch to living tree, or living part of animal or man to other
living part, but it is not life with which we are working; it is form only. We are making different

conditions, but the life which already inhabited the form continues to do so still. To create life is
beyond man's power until his mind has come alive.

Many people believe that all that is results from something else, and they give no considerations
to the possibility of any original new building. Those who study life usually speak only of involution
and evolution; those who study the form, namely, the modern scientists, are concerned with
evolution only. The most advanced among them, however, are now beginning to find another factor,
which they have called epigenesis, the creative impulse. As early as 1787, Caspar Wolff issued his
Theorea Generationis, wherein he showed that in the development of the ovum, there are a series
of new buildings not at all foreshown by what had gone before. In lower forms of life, where
changes are rapid, epigenesis can be demonstrated under a microscope.

Ever since mind was given to man, this original creative impulse, epigenesis, has been the cause
of all our development. It is true that we do build upon that which has already been created. There
is also something new, however, due to the creativity of the Spirit. Thus it is that we become
creators. If we only imitated that which had already been laid out for us by God, it would never be
possible for us to become creative intelligences -- we would simply be imitators. And, again, thought
lies behind all that is created through epigenesis.

We have been placed in this physical world so that we may learn to think aright and develop
epigenesis in constructive ways. For instance, let us take the example of an inventor who gets an
idea. The idea is not yet a thought; it is a sudden insight which has not yet taken shape. Gradually,
however, the inventor visualizes it in his mind. He forms a machine in his thought, and before his
mental vision that machine appears with the wheels revolving this way and that, as necessary to
accomplish the required work. Then he begins to draw the plans for the machine, and even at that
stage it will most certainly appear that modifications are necessary. Thus we see that already the
physical conditions show the inventor where his thought was not correct. When he builds the
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machine in appropriate material for the accomplishment of the work, more modifications usually are
necessary. Perhaps he may have to discard the first machine and build an entirely different one.
Thus the concrete physical conditions have enabled him to detect the flaw in his reasoning; they
force him to make the necessary modifications in his original thought to bring out a machine that will
do the work.

In mercantile, or philanthropic endeavors, the same principle holds good. If our ideas concerning
the various matters in life are wrong, they are corrected when brought into practical use. Thus it is
absolutely necessary that we dwell in this physical world and learn to wield the power of thought -- a
power being held in check to a great extent at the present time by our material conditions.

To illustrate the importance of thought, let us mention that all that is in this world which has been
made by the hand of man is crystallized thought: the chairs upon which we sit, the houses in which
we live, the various conveniences we use -- all these were once a thought in the mind of man. If it

had not been for that thought, the thing would never have appeared. In similar manner, the trees,
flowers, mountains, and seas are the crystallized thought forms of the Nature Forces.

In this world we are compelled to investigate and study a thing before we know about it. However,
occult investigators who have been able to function in one of the spiritual worlds, called the World of
Thought, find that it is different there. When we wish to know about any particular thing there, we
turn our attention to it and the thing speaks to us, as it were. The sound it emits at once gives a
luminous comprehension of every phase of its nature. We attain to a realization of its past history;
the whole story of its unfoldment is laid bare and we seem to have lived through all of those
experiences together with the thing we are investigating. All this information, however, flows in upon
us with enormous rapidity in a moment, so that it has neither beginning nor end. In the World of
Thought, all is one great NOW, and time does not exist.

When we want to use this archetypal information in our Physical World, therefore, we must
disentangle and arrange it in chronological order with beginning and ending before it becomes
intelligible to beings living in a realm where time is a prime factor. That rearrangement is a most

difficult task, as all words are coined with relation to the three dimensions of space and the
evanescent unit of time; hence, much of that information remains unavailable.

Many people contend that we have a right to think what we will, and that wicked thoughts, if not
translated into wicked deeds, are not harmful. This is far from true, and the power of wicked
thoughts, just as the power of good and beneficent thoughts, is great indeed. Through the course of
centuries, for instance, man's evl thoughts of fear and hatred crystallize into what we know as
bacilli. The bacilli of infectious disease are particularly the embodiments of fear and hate, and,
therefore, they are also vanquished by the opposite force -- courage. If we enter the presence of a
person infected with contagious disease in fear and trembling, we must assuredly draw to ourselves
the poisonous microbes. If, on the other hand, we approach that person in a perfectly fearless
attitude, we shall escape the infection, particularly if we are prompted by love.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ Jesus tells us that "the man who has looked upon a woman
with desire has, in fact, already committed adultery.” When we realize that "as a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he,” we shall have a much clearer conception of life than we do if we take into

consideration only men's acts. Every act is the outcome of a previous thought, but not necessarily
the thought of the person committing the act.

If a tuning fork is struck and another tuning fork of the same pitch is in the vicinity, the second one
will ring in concert with the first. Likewise, when we think a thought and another person in our
environment has been thinking along the same line, our thoughts coalesce with his and strengthen
him for good or evil, according to the nature of the thought.
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When we go into a jury box and see the criminal, we behold only the act; we have no cognizance
of the thought which prompted it. If we have been in the habit of thinking evil, malicious thoughts
against someone, these thoughts may have been attractive to that criminal. On the principle that a
saturated solution of salt will require only a single crystal to make it solidify, so also, if a man has
saturated his brains with thoughts of murder, the thought of murder that another person sends out
may prove to be the last straw and destroy that last barrier which would have kept the murderer
from committing his evil act.

Therefore, our thoughts are of vastly more importance than our acts. If we always think right, we
shall always act right. No man can think love to his fellow men, or can scheme about how to help
them spiritually, mentally, or physically without also acting out these thoughts. If we cultivate such
thoughts, we shall soon find sunshine spreading around us; we shall find that people will meet us in
the same spirit that we send out.

If, then, we see meanness and smallness in the people whom we meet, it would be well to
ascertain if we ourselves are not causing such qualities to emanate from us. The man who is mean
and small himself radiates these qualities and whoever he meets will appear mean to him because
his thoughts will have caused something of identical pitch in the other person to vibrate.

On the other hand, if we cultivate a serene attitude and thoughts that are free from covetousness
and are frankly honest and helpful, we shall call out the best in other people. Therefore let us
realize that it is not until we have cultivated the better qualities in ourselves that we can expect to
find them in others. We are thus most certainly responsible for our thoughts. We are indeed our
brothers keepers, for as we think when we meet them, so do we appear to them and they reflect our
attitude. If we want to obtain help to cultivate better qualities, then let us seek the company of
people who are already good, for their attitude of mind will be of immense help to us in calling forth
our own finer qualities.

It does not always appear easy to rid ourselves of evil thoughts, and most of us cannot help but
encounter people or situations which call forth negative thinking, try as we will to fight it. But there is
a simple way of dismissing such unwanted thoughts which does not involve "fighting them" at all.

Both like and dislike tend to attract a thought or an idea to us, and the added thought force which
we send out to fight evil thoughts will keep them alive and bring them to our mind oftener, in the
same way that quarreling may cause a person we dislike to waylay us for spite. Instead of fighting,
therefore, let us adopt the tactics of indifference. If we turn our heads the other way when we meet
a person we dislike, he will soon grow tired of following us. On the same principle if we but turn
away with indifference when thoughts of evil come in